Rural  District  of  Winslow. 


1895. 


EDWIN  J.  FRENCH,  PRINTER,  WINSEOW. 


fo  f l>c  12?turaf*  district  gfouncif  of  jJSHnMoro. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1895,  there  have  been  121  deaths  in  the  District,  against  129  the  year  before.  The  infant 
mortality  was  only  13,  a  favourable  comparison  with  that  of  1894,  when  it  was  24.  In  former  years,  I  frequently 
drew  your  attention  to  the  great  mortality  in  this  respect,  and  now  it  seems  as  if  the  statistics  were  permanently 
improving. 

I  give  below  the  ten  years’  death  rate,  ending  1895,  f°r  comparison  : — 


Year. 

Total  No. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

1886 

142 

13 

1887 

117 

12 

1888 

125 

-  ...  4 

1889 

140 

6 

1890 

131 

4 

1891 

146 

10 

1892 

152 

5 

1893 

113 

6 

1894 

129 

12 

1895 

121 

1 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  the  District  was  therefore  15.7. 

There  were  194  births  during  the  year. 

In  perusing  these  figures  the  prominent  fact  which  will  at  once  strike  the  reader  will  be — that  there  is  only 
one  death  from  Zymotic  Disease.  That  one  death  occurred  in  a  delicate  baby  whose  mother  had  previously  lost 
two  children  at  the  same  age,  and  which  was  suffering  from  a  complication  of  diseases,  of  which  Whooping 
Cough  was  one.  Last  year  (1894)  7  °f  deaths  out  of  12  tabulated  under  Zymotic  Disease's  took  place  from 
Whooping  Cough,  and  it  is  a  truly  fatal  complaint,  in  too  many  cases,  amongst  children. 

I  think  some  more  stringent  regulations  should  be  enjoined  in  an  outbreak  of  this  disease.  At  present 
there  are  none.  Parents  take  it  for  granted  that  all  children  must  have  it,  and  that  it  is  “a  good  thing  over,”  yet, 
considering  the  fearful  mortality  from  this  complaint  alone — all  over  England — it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the 
“good”  comes  in.  I  would  have  the  first  case  strictly  isolated,  if  otherwise  impossible,  in  an  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  the  probability  is  that  the  Epidemic  would  never  occur.  To  do  this,  Whooping  Cough  must  be  included 
in  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act.  In  our  late  infliction  of  Whooping  Cough  in  Winslow  and  Great  Horwood, 
parents  took  their  children,  when  ill,  to  Places  of  Worship,  and  elsewhere,  spreading  the  disease  with  certainty 
far  and  wide.  The  Winslow  Infant  Schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  two-thirds  of  the 
scholars.  The  elder  children  had  been  ill  before,  during  a  previous  Epidemic,  and  were  consequently  exempt. 

No  case  of  Measles  has  come  to  my  knowledge  this  year. 

I  must  draw  your  attention  to  the  entire  immunity  of  the  whole  district  from  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 
There  was  also  no  Dysentery  nor  Diarrhoea  of  note.  These  facts  speak  volumes  for  the  general  healthiness  of 
the  District,  but  it  does  not  do  away  with  the  fact  that  the  drainage  of  Winslow  is  unequal  to  the  strain  upon 
it,  and  that  the  drains  are  not  properly  flushed,  and  that  a  Typhoid  germ,  on  gaining  admittance  to  the  drains, 
would  travel  along  like  a  light  applied  to  a  train  of  gunpowder.  We  have  a  good  record  this  year,  let  us  strive 
to  retain  it. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done.  On  referring  to  the  Inspector’s  Summary,  you  will  notice  that  six  public 

I 

drains  have  been  extended,  and  many  private  ones  ;  and  the  Inspector  has  certainly  had  his  time  well  occupied. 

We  have  had  some  Scarlatina  outbreaks  this  year,  but  happily  without  a  fatal  result.  The  first  occurred  at 
Pitchcott  Gate,  which  jconsists  of  two  cottages  and  land,  situate  out  of  our  District,  but  belonging  to  us.  From 
whence  it  emanated  was  never  discovered.  There  was  no  Scarlatina  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  father  was  a 
milker,  but,  of  course,  was  prevented  from  following  that  occupation  for  a  while.  There  were  several  cottages 
around,  but  no  extension  of  the  disease  took  place. 

Two  children  who,  had  been  staying  at  Buckingham,  and  were  scholars  at  the  School  there,  came  home  to 
Winslow  in  August  with  a  Scarlet  Fever  rash  on  them.  They  were  isolated,  and  the  utmost  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  an  Epidemic.  Fortunately  no  extension  of  the  disease  took  place. 


A  much  more  serious  outbreak  tof  Scarlatina  happened  in  Great  Horwood  during  November.  '  There  were 
fifteen  different  cases  reported  to  me.  'The  Schools  were  evidently  the  centre  of  infection '  as  the  children  lived  in 
houses  widely  scattered  ;  moreover,  on  closing  the  Schools,  no  more  outbreaks  occurred  The  milkers  in  these 
families  were  employed  at  ordinary  farm  work  during  the  Epidemic,  and,  to  my  mind,  the  most  beneficial  part 
of  the  Notification  Act  has  been  its  aid  in  preventing  the  contamination  of  the  general  rifilk  supply. 

The  usual  difficulty  in  tracing  the  origin  of  this  Epidemic  was  experienced,  and  though  many  suggestions 
were  hazarded,  nothing  substantial  was  brought  to  light. 


There  were  many  Committee  Meetings  held  at  Grandborough  as  to  the  interminable  drainage  question 
there.  Many  plans  were  discussed,  some  good,  some  bad,  and  the  Inspector  drew  up  two  good  systems  of 
drainage,  either  of  which,  if  adopted,  would  have  been  effectual  ;  but  ultimately,  an  inadequate  stop-gap  was 
arranged,  and  the  drainage  has  since  proved  untrustworthy. 

In  Winslow,  last  Summer,  a  Public  Meeting  was  called  to  meet  a  Local  Government  Board  Inspector, 
(Mr.  R.  Deane  Sweeting),  on  the  advisability — or  otherwise — of  having  the  closets  and  ashbins  properly 
scavenged  periodically.  All  the  ratepayers  were  invited  to  attend,  and  the  Inspector  and  I  were  also  requested 
to  be  present.  On  the  previous  day,  the  Inspector  had  visited  the  principal  parts  of  the  town,  in  company  with 
the  Winslow  District  Council’s  Inspector,  and  myself.  Evidence  was  given  for  and  against,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  orders  came  down  to  the  Council  to  scavenge’  the  town  adequately.  A  recommendation  to 
obtain  a  public  water  supply  for  the  town  was  also  made. 

Grandborough  and  North  Marston  are  proceeding  to  obtain  a  public  water  supply.  Grandborough  has 
found  water,  but  is  now  treading  warily  because  of  the  expense  in  compensation,  &c.  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  a 
good  supply  will  be  obtained. 

North  Marston  has  been  badly  supplied  with  water  from  time  immemorial,  and  I  have  frequently  drawn 
attention  to  it  in  my  annual  reports.  No  water  at  all  can  be  obtained  by  people  at  the  lower  end  of  the  village, 
except  that  from  stagnant  pools.  A  well  has  been  sunk  at  the  top  of  the  village,  and  plenty  of  water  has  risen 
in  it,  which  will  be  conveyed  down  the  village  in  iron  pipes. 

I  have  necessarily  travelled  through  your  district  many  times  in  the  year,  and  have  frequently  reported  to 
you  the  results  of  my  investigations.  Six  houses  have  been  condemned  as  uninhabitable,  one  of  which,  at 
Grandborough,  has  caused  by  its  demolition,  a  great  improvement  to  the  whole  court.  No  one,  I  imagine,  can 
regret  the  fire  which  burnt  down  a  wretched  hovel  on  the  Hogshaw  road  in  Grandborough.  Indeed  much 
improvement  in  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  has  been  effected  the  last  few  years. 


The  Inspector  has  kindly  furnished  a  Synopsis  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 


I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  F.  VAISEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary  of  Work,  from  Jan.  1st,  to  Dec.  31st,  1895. 


No.  of  Nuisances  reported  ... 

Letters,  Notices,  and  Final  Notices,  served  to  abate  the  same 
Houses  closed  as  unfit  and  demolished 
Ditto  fumigated  and  cleansed  ... 

Ditto,  defective  water  supply  remedied 
Public  pumps  and  water  supplies  repaired 
Ditto — new  pumps  erected 
Ditto — new  wells  sunk 

New  privies,  pail  closets,  and  water  closets  provided 
Public  sewers  extended  in  six  parishes, — 887  yards 
Public  drains  for  fresh  water  conveyance, — 282  yards 
Private  drains  extended  in  seven  parishes, — 356  yards 
House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  and  trapped 
New  connections  made  to  public  sewers  ... 

New  houses  erected  ... 

Lodging  houses  (not  registered)  inspected  and  reported  upon 
Sewerage  pourses  and  ditches  cleansed, — 2,940  yards  _ 
Sanitary  Committee  Meetings  attended  in  six  parishes 
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